
Progress of vetting the 
subspecialties of

Developmental Behavioural Paediatrics

and

Paediatric Neurology



• Open consultation to ALL College Fellows

– DBP (1 Nov 10 – 9 Jan 11): 9 responses received

– PN ( 5 Jan 11 – 4 Mar 11): 2 responses received

• Vetting Committee meeting on 20 Jan 2011 
(DBP) and 8 Mar 2011 (PN)









Main concerns of VC (2)

• Overlap of patient groups where DBP & PN 
subspecialists claim expertise 

 Are the two subspecialties “new and 
different” and “identifiably distinct” 



DBP programme (“major specific patient 

groups”- pg. 25-27 of Program)

Over-

lap?

PN syllabus(pg. IX, X of Program)

Ambulatory Programme

Global developmental delay & mental 

retardation

6. developmental delay and other cognitive 

function disorders

Physical disabilities arising from cerebral palsy, 

neuromuscular disorders and other CNS 

conditions

2. cerebral palsy

24. Neuromuscular diseases: ….

Hearing impairment 13. hearing impairment

Visual impairment 25. Neuro-ophthalmology

29. Visual impairment

Developmental language delay and specific 

language impairment

28. Speech disorders

Specific learning disabilities 15. learning disabilities (including specific 

learning disabilities)

Autistic spectrum disorders 1. Autistic spectrum disorder

Attention deficit / hyperactivity disorder 19. neurobehavioral disorders, including 

attention deficit-hyperactivity disorders…

Externalizing conditions including conduct 

disorder and oppositional defiant disorder

19. neurobehavioral disorders, including … 

conduct disorder, opposition-defiant disorder

Internalizing conditions including depression, 

anxiety, mood and obsessive disorders

19. neurobehavioral disorders, including …. 

Obsessive-compulsive disorders

Congenital and genetic conditions affecting 

development

9. Genetic disorders ….

4. Congenital malformations of the nervous 

system



DBP programme (“major specific patient 

groups”- pg. 25-27 of Program)

Overlap? PN syllabus(pg. IX, X of Program)

Inpatient Programme

Intractable epilepsy, for consideration of 

neurosurgery

7. epilepsy

uncommon genetic or metabolic

condiitons

23. Neurometabolic diseases: 

including ….

Severe challenging behaviours

Serious medical illnesses requiring long 

term hospitalization

Acquired brain injury requiring assessment 

and neurorehabilitation planning after 

stabilization

11. head injury: including inflicted 

head injury

10. Habilitation and rehabilitation

27. Rehabilitation of conditions 

related to paediatric neurology





Main concern of VC (1)

• Scope of DBP, as compared to subspecialties in 
other countries 

– Neurodisability in the UK

– Neurodevelopmental Paediatrics in USA

– Developmental Behavioural Paediatrics in USA

– Developmental Paediatrics in Canada



• (i) Scope of the subspecialty service – roles in the 
management in each of the conditions listed in 
common in the two proposed programmes.

– relevant statistics 

– practice guidelines / protocols currently in use

– collaborative activities with team and outside partners 

– Information to patients / parents about care pathways / 
services provided by the subspecialist

– CMECPD and quality assurance activities

• (ii) The training proposed to achieve these roles.

Presentation by each Subspecialty Group


