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Press Release by Hong Kong College of Paediatricians on 19 November 2013

The Concluding Observations on the combined third and fourth periodic reports of China (including
Hong Kong and Macau SARs) adopted by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child issued
three weeks ago was discussed at the Panel on Constitutional and Mainland Affairs at the Legislative
Council on 18" November.

The Hong Kong College of Paediatricians strongly support the call of the UN Committee to establish a
children’s commission in Hong Kong with a clear mandate to monitor children’s rights, adopt a
comprehensive policy on children, develop coordinated plans of action with clear objectives, define
strategic budgetary lines for children and set up centralized disaggregated data collection systems. The
government’s view that different Bureaux are already taking care of a wide range of policies regarding
children under the Chief Secretary of Administration, or the Family Council and Children’s Rights Forum
purporting to serve the functions of a children’s commission had not been accepted by the UN
Committee.

Amidst the apparent affluence of Hong Kong, we have many preventable deaths identified by the Child
Fatality Review Panel. Had data been disaggregated, it would have revealed that under-5 mortality is 4
to 8 times higher in some parts of Hong Kong compared with the average figure. Provisions for child care
services are unevenly distributed and not necessarily user friendly, especially for the child. Despite
satisfactory average numbers, there are still gaps to be filled. The government is still condoning violence
against children without explicitly banning corporal punishment as repeatedly asked by the UN
Committee. While the UN Committee stressed the importance of exclusive breastfeeding and baby
friendly hospitals, data on exclusive breastfeeding in maternity units are not yet systematically collected
by the government and 22 years after WHO / UNICEF put forth the Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative, no
date is set by which all maternity units in Hong Kong will be “baby friendly”. Although there will be a
Centre of Excellence in Paediatrics (children’s hospital), equal attention should be paid to all existing
health services serving now, and in future, most of the children in Hong Kong.

Hong Kong cannot continue to subsume child issues under other interests. The UN Committee asks that
there should be no delay in establishing a Children’s Commission. To ensure a healthy productive
younger generation for Hong Kong, we should start by supporting our children to develop to their full
potential.

NB. The full submission of the Hong Kong College of Paediatricians to the Panel of Constitutional and
Mainland Affairs is attached.
http://www.paediatrician.org.hk/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=50&Itemid=27
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