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Dear Sir / Madam,

Response to Consultation Paper on
Long-term Social Welfare Planning in Hong Kong

The Hong Kong College of Paediatricians, being an advocate for the health and welfare of

children, would like to submit our views on the consultation paper as summarized below.

Recognizing the need on preventive and developmental services

We are in full support to this direction. Scientific studies, including economic analysis by Prof J
Heckmans, Nobel Prize winner in Economy, clearly demonstrated that capital spent on the young
child in need to support early child development is far more effective and beneficial to the society
than just giving money tothe poor at their later period of life. Based on this rationale, the
Comprehensive Child Development Service was started in 2005 to support early development of at
risk infants, for example, from teenage mothers or those with drug addiction or psychiatric illness.
The services provided in the 3 districts established so far are achieving positive results. The
original plan was to cover the whole territory in phases but it appeared that expansion had stopped
after involving 3 districts with no explanation as to why the original schedule was not followed.
We would like to urge the government to expedite the coverage of the service to all districts of

Hong Kong.

Support in early development should not be confined to the very high risk group. Good parenting

is important in the development of physical, psychological and social health. On the other hand,
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