
New Clinical Examination for MRCPCH from October 2004

The examination tests:
*Communication skills
· History taking and consultation
· Clinical examination skills and 

developmental assessment
· Management planning
· Clinical rapport
· Clinical judgement
· Professional behaviour
· Ethical practice
· Recognition of acute illness

In the new Clinical Examination:
• communication and consultation skills are 

explicitly assessed 
• there is improved standardisation and 
reliability
• videos will test clinical assessment of 

acute illness 
• all stations (other than video) are observed 

by an examiner
• an examiner assesses the candidate’s 

overall performance at each station
• all candidates see 6 short cases including

developmental assessment

Communication Skills & Ethics 
(2 X 9 mins and 4 mins break)

Clinical: 
CVS

Consultation & Management 
Planning  (22 mins)

Clinical:
Abdo/other

Clinical: 
Resp/other

Clinical: 
Neurology

Clinical: 
Other

Child 
Development

Clinical Video Scenarios 
(22 mins)

History taking with 
child & parent.(in local 
language) 
Discussion with family.  
Identification of key 
issues, and 
management plan 

2 stations testing 
ability to give and 
discuss information  
with a child, parent 
or colleague

4 - 8 short clinical 
videos, testing 
acute assessment, 
diagnosis, initial 
management 

Short cases: testing clinical examination skills, and 
interpretation of clinical signs    

(9 mins each)

Clinical 
assessment of 
development in 
a young child 
(not psychometric 
testing) (9 mins)

We welcome feedback about these changes

Further information and regular updates may be found at www.rcpch.ac.uk

Circuit A: total of 78 mins including 
4 mins between stations

Circuit B: total of 78 mins including 
4 mins between stations


